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The economic attainment and 
development of any nation depends on 
the quality of education of that nation. 
Holbrook (2009) ascertained that 
education prepares the young generation  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                             
 
 
 
 
 

for life that lies ahead. The present 
revolution of technology driven society 
has mandated the use of technology in 
all walks of life for a sustainable 
development (Kuratko 2005). Kuratko 
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 Abstract 

This paper tried to examine the objectives of entrepreneurship 
education as to offer functional education for youths that will enable 
them to be self employed and self–reliant. It sought to advice that 
teachers should be trained in a constructivist approach in order to meet 
the challenges of entrepreneurship education. Some benefits of 
entrepreneurship education were highlighted. The impact of 
entrepreneurship education on individuals as well as the society were 
examined. Necessities to expose all students from primary school level 
to tertiary institution were also examined. The paper also looked at 
some challenges faced by the entrepreneurship education as well as the 
prospects. The paper made some recommendations that: teachers 
should be encouraged to embark on in – service training to engage in 
entrepreneurship education through continuing professional 
developments, College of Advanced and Professional Studies be 
converted into an entrepreneurship development institute. 
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(2005) pointed out that real development 
involves the capacity and creative 
capacity of a people to transform 
effectively natural resources of 
environment into goods and services 
through imagination and practical 
application of their creative talents and 
productive labour force. 

 
Based on the closer look at 

Nigeria, (Hamitle and Ibe 2008) 
observed that Nigeria like other 
countries is faced with the challenges of 
globalization and trade liberalization. In 
addition to this, Nigeria is facing the 
problem of unemployment or 
underemployment, especially among the 
youths. Hence entrepreneurial education 
is seen as the bedrock for national 
development and is a road map for 
achieving the vision 2020 for Nigeria. 
The presidency in 2006, as documented 
by Hamitle and Ibe (2008), directed all 
Nigerian higher education institutions to 
include entrepreneurship education as a 
compulsory course for all students with 
effect from 2007/2008 academic session. 
In the same vein Gartner (2001) pointed 
out that entrepreneurial education is a 
must now because graduates are mass – 
produced every year without job 
opportunities or adequate 
entrepreneurial skills which vis-à-vis has 
affected the Nigerian economy. 
 
What then is Entrepreneurship? 
 European Commission (2012) 
defines entrepreneurship as an 
individual’s ability to turn ideas into 
action, it includes, creativity, sense of 

initiatives, innovation and risk taking, as 
well as the ability to plan and manage 
projects in order to achieve objectives. 
European Commission (2012) 
elaborated that entrepreneurship should 
be considered as a mindset that supports 
everyone in day to day life at home and 
in society, and provides a foundation for 
entrepreneurs establishing a social or 
commercial activity. As stated above, 
education for entrepreneurship is already 
on the agenda in the country. Nigeria is 
looking forward to promoting education 
for entrepreneurship at all levels from 
primary to secondary schools, then to 
the higher education. 
 
 Jimah and Unuigbokhai (2011) 
pointed out that entrepreneurship 
education seeks to prepare students 
especially youths to be responsible, 
enterprising individuals who become 
entrepreneurs, who contribute to 
economic development and sustainable 
communities. Entrepreneurship 
education is not just about teaching 
someone how to run a business; it is all 
about encouraging creative thinking and 
promoting a strong sense of self work 
and accountability (Jimah & 
Unugbokhai, 2011). To make a success 
of economic growth and employment in 
the country, Nigeria needs to encourage 
entrepreneurial mindsets among the 
youths, encourage innovative business 
start up, and foster a culture (European 
Commission, 2009) that is friendlier to 
entrepreneurship and the growth of 
small and medium sized businesses. The 
concept of entrepreneurial education is 
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old in the educational system of many 
nations of the world, for example in the 
United Kingdom the centre for 
education and industry at the University 
of Warwick has developed a quality 
framework and national standards for 
enterprise education schools in England 
(Dolnger, 2005 and Ogueri, 2012). 
This paper therefore is guided by the 
following questions: 
i. What are the objectives of 

entrepreneurship education? 
ii. How can teachers be trained to 

meet the challenges of 
entrepreneurship education? 

iii. What are the benefits of 
entrepreneurship education? 

iv. What is the impact of 
entrepreneurship education on the 
individual and the society? 

v. How can entrepreneurship 
education be implemented in the 
curricula for schools? 

vi. What are the problems facing 
entrepreneurship education in 
Nigeria as well as the prospects? 

 
Objectives of Entrepreneurship 
Education 
 Jimah & Unuigbokhia (2011) 
reported that the Nigerian government at 
the national and state levels has 
articulated the National Economic 
Empowerment and Development 
Strategy (NEEDS) and State Economic, 
Empowerment and Development 
Strategy (SEEDS) packages as part of 
long term programmes to address gross 
unemployment and under employment, 
especially at the post – graduate level. 

This is aimed to power Nigeria 
economic growth through the 
development of small and medium scale 
enterprises. 
 Paul (2005: p. 62) in Jimah & 
Unuigbokhia (2011) identified the 
following objectives of entrepreneurship 
education as: 
i. To offer functional education for 

youths that will enable them to be 
self – employed and self – reliant. 
 

ii. To provide the graduate youths with 
adequate training that will enable 
them to be creative and innovative 
in identifying novel business 
opportunities. 
 

iii. To serve as a catalyst for economic 
growth and development. 
 

iv. To reduce high rate of poverty 
  

v. To create employment opportunities. 
 

vi. To reduce the rural – urban 
migration. 
 

vii. Provide the graduate youths with 
enough training and support that 
will enable them to establish a 
career in small and medium sized 
businesses. 

 
Training of Teachers to Meet the 
Challenges of Entrepreneurship 
Education 
 European Commission (2011) 
ascertained that the development of 
entrepreneurial mindset is mainly the 
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role of education and teachers are 
directly responsible in this development. 
This process calls for a change in the 
approach to education, emphasizing 
active learning and the provision of new 
experiences for students outside of the 
classroom. European Commission 
(2011) went further to add that teachers 
need to be equipped with the right skills, 
knowledge and attitudes to be able to 
provide their students with the new 
curricular, pedagogy and learning 
environment that  they will need if they 
are to acquire entrepreneurial 
competencies.  
 
 School teachers are supposed to 
be trained in order to meet the 
challenges of the entrepreneurial 
education. This is because teachers are 
indentified as pivotal agents of change 
in making entrepreneurship education 
more widely available in schools. Based 
on this, European Commission (2011) 
emphasized that since entrepreneurship 
education is about developing the ability 
to act in an entrepreneurial manner, 
attitudes and behaviour are perhaps 
more important than knowledge about 
how to run a business, then such 
competencies are best acquired through 
people – led enquiry and discovery 
(constructivist method of teaching) that 
enable students to turn ideas into action. 
They further explained that these 
competencies are difficult to teach 
through conventional method and 
learning practices in which the learner 
tends to be a more passive recipient. 
They require active learner – centered 

pedagogies and learning activities that 
use practical learning opportunities from 
the real world. This implies that 
entrepreneurial education should be 
available to all students. It should not be 
taught as a subject but be taught as a 
theme from primary level to tertiary 
level. In order to achieve or meet the 
challenges of entrepreneurial education 
there is every need to change the way 
teachers themselves are educated, since 
even teachers cannot teach what they 
don’t know. Research shows that the 
core skills and values linked to 
entrepreneurship education are seldom a 
priority in initial teacher education 
programs (European Commission 2011). 
The study also reveals that: creativity is 
not fully embedded into these programs 
and there are significant variations 
between member states; approximately 
90% of teachers say that they would like 
to receive some further training on 
creativity; teachers also feel that 
educational and school cultures do not 
fully support them in fostering creative 
and innovative approaches to learning. 
This require time to explore new 
approaches and culture that encourages 
experimentation and allows for failure 
(European Commission 2011) in 
essence, teachers must be supported 
from their initial education, their 
continuing professional development 
and their day to day activities.  
 
 European Commission (2011) 
identifies the characteristics of the 
entrepreneurial teacher as someone who 
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listens attentively and can pick up and 
put to good use new ideas; 
a. He should also be able to sell ideas 

to others. 
 

b. He should retain the goal of all 
educators which is to develop young 
people who have a passion to create, 
grow and learn. 
 

 Teachers need the professional 
competencies to be able to guide 
students through the learning process 
rather than as in traditional methods, 
communicating knowledge and 
information mainly through chalk and 
talk (European Commission 2011).  In 
this method, teachers serve as 
facilitators of learning. This shows that 
it is not only teachers who need to 
change. Students need authentic, 
practical experiences and realistic 
learning environments as essential parts 
of active learning. 
 
Benefits of Entrepreneurship 
Education  
 According to US Census 
Bureau’s (2002), Entrepreneurship is 
employment strategy that can lead to 
economic self – sufficiency for students; 
self employment, provides people with 
the potential to create and manage 
businesses in which they function as the 
employers, rather than merely being 
employees.   
 
 Entrepreneurship education 
seeks to prepare people, particularly 
youths; to be responsible, enterprising 

individuals who become entrepreneurial 
thinkers by immersing them in real life 
learning experiences where they can 
take risks, manage the results and learn 
from the outcomes (US Census Bureau’s 
2002) opportunity for work based 
experience. 
 
 According to US Bureau’s 
(2002), work experiences for youths 
help them acquire jobs at higher wages 
after they graduate. They further 
expressed that entrepreneurs learn to 
communicate their ideas and influence 
others effectively through the 
development of self – advocacy and 
conflict resolution skills. US Bureau’s 
(2002) also emphasizes that the ability 
to set goals and to manage time, money 
and other resources are important 
entrepreneurship skills which are useful 
in any work place. 
 Another benefit according to 
(Online ND) is creation of 
entrepreneurial thinkers who also have 
the skills and tools to start their 
businesses; apply economic principles; 
apply basic marketing skills; use 
strategies for idea generation and 
identify legitimate sources of capital. 
 Jimah & Unuigbokhai (2011) 
have documented some benefits of 
entrepreneurship education as: 
i. Entrepreneurship education 

inspires and motivates students to 
achieve while in schools and use 
their knowledge in a real world 
setting.  
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ii. Entrepreneurship education builds 
a pipeline that creates productive 
and thoughtful citizens who 
contribute to local, state and 
national competitiveness. 

 
iii. Entrepreneurship, when 

introduced in the tertiary 
institutions throughout the country 
will go a long way in solving 
unemployment crisis, social 
security and other social menace 
in the country (Ogunnesan 2013). 

 
Impact    of    Entrepreneurship 
Education on Individuals 
 Entrepreneurship education has 
a positive impact on the entrepreneurial 
mindset of young people, their intention 
towards entrepreneurship, their employ 
ability and finally their role in society 
and the economy (European 
Commission 2012). They further 
stressed that entrepreneurship education 
improves the entrepreneurship key 
competence in individuals. 
 
 According to European 
Commission (2012), entrepreneurship 
key competence is defined as a 
composition of an entrepreneurial 
attitude, skills and knowledge of 
entrepreneurship. It is revealed that it is 
easier for entrepreneurship alumni to 
find a position in paid employment 
immediately after their graduation. They 
also experience less periods of 
unemployment than alumni who did not 
attend entrepreneurial courses (European 
Commission 2012). This implies that 

attending entrepreneurship programs 
increases the opportunity to fill positions 
in paid employment in which individuals 
are able to display creativity and new 
ideas and where they are able to put 
them into action (European Commission 
2012). 
 
 Entrepreneurship Alumni   
become self – employed at an earlier 
stage in their careers and the frequency 
with which they set up businesses seems 
to be higher among alumni who are 
currently running a business while 
entrepreneurs who have not attended 
entrepreneurship program have set up 
their businesses at a later stage in their 
careers. (Gibcus, de Kok, Snijders, Smit, 
& Linden, 2012). 
 
 Entrepreneurship alumni have 
opportunities to display their creativity 
and to come up with new ideas in the 
current job (European Commission 
2012). The commission further pointed 
out that individuals with high 
employability are in a better position to 
change job in case they are not satisfied 
with their position. 
 
Impact      of    Entrepreneurship 
Education on the Society 
 The importance of 
entrepreneurship to any economy is like 
that of entrepreneurship in any 
community. The students’ participation 
or attending entrepreneurial courses 
seems to have a positive impact on 
society through initiatives to start a 
small or a medium sized business 
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(Gibcus , de Kok, Snijders, Smit & 
Linden 2012). 
 
 Entrepreneurship education is 
expected to improve the 
entrepreneurship key competence which 
also will have an impact on the role in 
the society. European Commission 
(2012) further explains that this impact 
could exist by the individual 
participation in voluntary work. This 
work can consist in being a volunteer in 
school, in the local community, in 
politics, employee volunteering or 
environmental volunteering. 
Entrepreneurship education produces 
individuals who participate in non – 
commercial work. European 
Commission (2012). Stresses that male 
alumni are more often involved in an 
initiative to start a non – commercial 
project outside their work, such as 
stating a charity or a hobby club. 
 
Implementation of Entrepreneurship 
Education in the Curricular for 
Schools 
 To aid in the problem of 
unemployment and under employment, 
the Ministry of Education has embarked 
on another landmark initiative which 
will lead to the expansion of schools 
curricular with the introduction of 
entrepreneurship education. The aim is 
to create job/career opportunities for 
Nigerian students/ graduates. 
 
 Many countries including 
Nigeria are trying to find solutions to the 
high unemployment rate of graduates 

from institutions of higher learning. 
Guyana for example (in chronicles 
online Sunday 23rd June 2013) reported 
that in one of the workshops  they 
resolved to convert Kuru Kuru 
Cooperative college into an 
Entrepreneurship Development Institute 
where certificate and diploma courses 
will be offered. 
 
 Infusing entrepreneurship into 
curricular offerings is well documented 
across American Educational Curricular. 
To them this infusion should be started 
right from kindergarten through 
universities to develop skills for the 
greater good of the nation. 

 
From all indications, Nigerian 

Government is yet to make proper 
implementation of entrepreneurship 
education in the school curricular even 
in the tertiary institution where she 
mandated that it should begin in 
2007/2008 academic session. In support 
of this,  in the news when Prof. 
Riqayyatu Rufai, the Honourable  
Minister of Education represented the 
Nigerian President at the 9th convocation 
ceremony of the Nnamdi Azikiwe 
University ,  Awka , 2011. He advised 
the nation’s graduates to shift their focus 
from being job seekers to job – creators. 
He continued that “it is in this spirit that 
the Federal Government has decided that 
entrepreneurial studies will soon become 
a degree course in our universities. He 
was only expressing the government’s 
readiness to support our youths to 
achieve their potentials (Vanguard 
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2013). This shows clearly that the 
Federal Government of Nigeria is yet to 
implement the entrepreneurship 
education.   
 
Entrepreneurship Education for All 
in Nigeria 
 The major problems according 
to Osalor (2013), facing the country, 
range from high rate of poverty, youth 
and graduate unemployment; 
overdependence on foreign goods and 
technology; low income growth and 
development. To address these 
problems, there is need to introduce 
entrepreneurial education to our school 
systems, which will encourage or lead 
students to be creative and use their 
initiatives to put ideas into practice. This 
will, according to Osalor (2013) equip 
students with the skills with which to be 
self – reliant. Osalor (2013) points out 
that a careful look at the current state of 
affairs in Nigeria reveals that the 
country is in a 21st century economy 
with a 19th century education system. He 
further explains that it is a system which 
still emphasizes on the conventional 
classroom environment with much 
reverence to certificates for graduates, 
who in most cases are trained to be job 
seekers in this present high 
unemployment rate in the land. 
 
 Since entrepreneurial education 
is a lifelong process, it should start from 
the elementary level and cut across 
through secondary levels to tertiary 
institutions (Osalor 2013). This implies 
that entrepreneurial education must be 

exposed to all students in order to curb 
the unemployment rate in Nigeria. 
 
Entrepreneurship Education 
Problems and Prospects  

Osalor (2009) ascertained that 
the success enjoyed by most 
industrialized countries can be attributed 
to the role played by the technological 
innovation and entrepreneurship both of 
which continue to drive their economies 
today. For him the Nigerian government 
on recognizing this fact has taken 
measures to promote and cultivate the 
entrepreneurial culture in our country.  
Osalor (2009) identified some problems 
encountered by an entrepreneur in 
Nigeria as follows; 
 
i. Diversifying the economy 
 It has been observed that the 

economy of this country has relied 
so much on oil production. This 
leads to unemployment and under 
employment by our youth. 
Therefore our country’s economy 
must be diversified to include 
entrepreneurship education in the 
higher institutions for our country to 
achieve its ambitions of being an 
industrialized nation in the nearest 
future. 

 
ii. Unfriendly business climate 
 Nigeria’s business climate should be 

made friendly to those in the micro; 
small and medium enterprises. 

 
iii. Lack of credit facilities 
 Many entrepreneurs experience 

hardship when trying to access 
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credit for their businesses. This is 
because financial institutions that 
offer business loans, usually charge 
high interest deterring aspiring 
entrepreneurs. This situation is 
worse with the banks which charge 
23% interest on their loan facilities. 

 
iv. Multiple taxation 
 It has been discovered that most of 

the taxes charged on entrepreneurs 
are not lawful and have the effect of 
increasing the cost of doing 
business.  For instance Osalor 
(2009) reveals that Nigeria’s 
company’s income tax Act (CITA) 
has approved 39 taxes and levies; 
there are over 500 various levies and 
taxes that are imposed by state and 
local government agents. 

 
v. Poor state of the country’s 

infrastructure 
 Osalor (2009) gathered that the state 

of the existing infrastructure is so 
deteriorating and in many places it is 
non – existent. The cost of doing 
business has tremendously 
increased. The state of our roads is 
so bad that it makes the 
transportation of our agricultural 
produce from farms to the 
processing factories very difficult. 
Also the erratic supply of electricity 
has negatively affected many 
businesses. This has prompted 
entrepreneurs to generate power 
through expensive ways that have in 
turn increased production cost and 

made their product uncompetitive 
due to high price. 

 
vi. Failure to adapt to changing 

business environment 
 
 Many entrepreneurs engage in 

business because of their need to 
make money and in most cases they 
lack relevant and adequate 
information about the business they 
engage in when problems arise, they 
lack sufficient problem solving 
skills and in the end they find it 
difficult to survive. 

1. Lack of funds  
2. Lack of qualified entrepreneurship 

teachers: 
Qualified teachers and lecturers who 
are trained to have entrepreneurial 
skills are grossly inadequate. 

3. Lack of enterprising culture 
4. Lack of materials and equipment 
5. Non – inclusion of entrepreneurship 

program in the school curricular 
(Brown 2012). 

6. Poor societal attitude to technical 
and vocational education technology 
(Brown 2012) Prospects 

7. Osalor (2009) adviced that there is 
need for entrepreneurs of both small 
and medium business owners to 
increase knowledge and skills of the 
market by acquiring relevant and up 
to date education particularly in 
your area of business. 
 

8. Entrepreneurs need to collect 
information about their target 
market by meeting and seeking help 
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from consultants and professionals 
who have experience in the 
particular market. 
 

9. Due to increase in technology, 
entrepreneurs need to use a strategy 
of coming up with fresh and creative 
ideas of doing business (Osalor 
2009). Osalor (2009) added that for 
Nigeria to achieve its goals and stop 
relying on oil alone there is need to 
focus much attention on the private 
sectors. Also the government must 
create a conducive atmosphere for 
such businesses to thrive and drive 
the country towards economic 
prosperity. 

 
10. Teach entrepreneurship and 

creativity at an early age (Brown 
2012). 

 
Conclusion 
 In conclusion, the paper has 
highlighted the importance of 
entrepreneurship education as the major 
solution to the problem of 
unemployment in our country and other 
countries that are similarly plagued with 
the problem of unemployment. The 
inclusion of entrepreneurship education 
in our institutions from nursery to 
tertiary institutions has been advocated.  
In order to keep the entrepreneurship 
training for our teeming youths going, 
vacation courses should be organized for 
serving teachers who will impact the 
knowledge and skills to our young ones. 
It is hoped that with all hands on deck, 
the problem of unemployment will soon 

be a thing of the past. Our youths will 
acquire entrepreneurship skills and not 
only become job creators but also 
employers of labour in the near future. 
 
Recommendations 
 The following are recommended 
for the successful implementation of 
 entrepreneurial education for all: 
1. The entrepreneurial education be 

spread throughout the country and 
should start from the primary to the 
tertiary institution. 
 

2. The use of constructivist – based 
teaching strategy is highly 
recommended in the teaching of 
entrepreneurial education. 

 
3. Teachers should be encouraged to 

embark on in – service training to 
engage in entrepreneurship 
education through continuing 
professional development. 

 
4. NGO’s should be called upon to 

assist in the monitoring of the 
program to ensure its success. 

 
5. At least three (3) Colleges of 

Education in the country should be 
converted into Entrepreneurship 
Development Institutes. These 
institutions should be offering 
certificate and diploma programs for 
this training can produce viable 
entrepreneurs and teachers who can 
be skillful in entrepreneurship 
education. 
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6. Ministries of Education should 
organize vacation workshops where 
entrepreneurship micro – teaching 
should be carried out on how to find 
good business avenues.      
 

7. Create awareness among Nigerian 
students where entrepreneurship is 
infused into the curriculum. 
 

8. Government should be sensitive to 
enterprise creation and expansion 
strategy. 
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